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The STA Site Committee has changed its meeting day to the 2nd Thursday of each month at  

7:30 p.m.  Since the completion of the Thomas House renovation in August, 2011, the meetings have been 

held in the Thomas House, either in the dining room or the library. Kay Williams continues as chairperson, 

Lorraine Dabney represents the Site Committee on the PSC, and they are supported by regular members Helen Baumann, Ted Baer, 

Anna Jaklitsch, Mario Veloro, Bob Barron and other interested persons who attend from time to time. 

  

The Site Committee publishes a monthly newsletter, Steeple Talk, on the Sunday before the 2nd Thursday. It is inserted into the parish 

bulletins that are delivered to STA each week, and it is also posted on the parish website.  Volume 6 of this publication began in 

March, 2012.  Besides news about the St. Thomas site, Steeple Talk often includes reports from the PSC meetings, news from each of 

the 6 Mass communities that celebrate at the church, and announcements of parish events. 

 

Church interior: 

The Church Interior Task Force meets every third Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the Tho-

mas House dining room under the leadership of Judy Foley, who is supported by John Ar-

nold, Bill Voorhees, Jan Dedek, Katie Cho and others.  All interested persons are welcome.   

Judy is not sure when the church interior renovations will begin. Right now ideas are being 

drawn up for enhancing the side altars with some decorative elements surrounding the stat-

ues of Mary and Joseph. The construction plans are being completed for the altar revision 

and will be ready for us to get bids for the work. A liturgical designer is helping put together 

the entire project. And of course, the diocesan Art & Environment Committee has been con-

sulted throughout the process. Contact Judy Foley for more information: (650) 322-8650, or 

judybertchfoley@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Thomas House updates: 

The two public floors of the Thomas House—the basement hall and the main floor—are hosting an increasing number of varied activi-

ties.  There is plenty of room still for meetings and gatherings of parishioners intent on any number of community and spiritual goals.  

Some of the regular parish committees and ongoing groups meeting there include: the PSC, STA Site Committee, STA Interior Com-

mittee, Merton Center Board, Merton Center Liturgy, Merton Center Spiritual Education, Merton Center Book Club, a Latin class, Ig-

natian Spiritual Exercises, Legion of Mary, and the Goretti Group.  Regular hospitality after the 8:45 and 12:00 noon Sunday Masses 

fills up the main floor with coffee-drinking folks intent on a little spiritual and physical nourishment. 
 

Reserve a room in the Thomas House: 

The Thomas House public spaces are available to STA parishioners for meetings and events on a continuing or one-time basis.  To 

check availability online, go to www.paloaltocatholic.org, click on “eCalendar,” and then click the down arrow (�) in the “All Inter-

est Groups” box; select “STA” and you will see what is currently reserved in the Thomas House.  Then call Sandra Pedersen at the Par-

ish Office, 650-494-2496, to reserve space. 

 

Handicapped entrance: 

Installation of the new, wider back door at the top of the handicapped ramp leading into the Bride’s Room is complete. Still to come is 

a safety gate on the right as one exits the Bride’s Room. 

 

Kitchen: 
Now that we have three tenants living in the Thomas House upstairs apartments, it has become clear that we need additional cabinets in 

the kitchen, so the tenants have storage space for their utensils and food.  The hospitality supplies for the various Mass groups need 

secure space as well.  This need is being addressed with the help of Mario and Susan Veloro, who are architect and interior designer, 

respectively, under the wing of the Site Committee and the Facilities Committee. 

 

Choral concert for Philippine relief, 2/12/12. 
Photo by R. Quintero 



 
 
   

New black folding chairs have been received and set up in the Thomas House and are much appreciated.  The chairs are made in Utah 

by the Mity-Lite Corporation.  Incorporating a patented design, Mity-Lite produces portable seating with an incredibly durable, light-

weight, and comfortable mesh chair. Durably constructed in the USA from 16-gauge, cold-rolled steel, high-impact structural nylon, and 

commercial-grade "RipStop" mesh, the Mesh-One model weighs 20% less than upholstered folding chairs, is easy to handle and nests 

securely when stored. The comfortable mesh material conforms to each individual’s unique shape, minimizes pressure points, and truly 

becomes the one chair that fits every body 
 
Time for building the Thomas House library: 

With the building of the lovely shelves by Jan Dedek that are enhancing the Library, the Site Commit-

tee is eager to fill those shelves with books.  Especially desired are books on Christianity, religions of 

all kinds, Church history, saints, writings by great Christian/Catholic thinkers, and books on theology, 

philosophy and sociology.  Most of these topics are timeless.  The intention is to have this library open 

to the public—like a Christian Science Reading Room—so someone doing some sort of treatise or re-

search may have a use for an old book.  Ted Baer is managing the library books and is holding the vi-

sion of a reading room, staffed by volunteers, open several hours a week for parishioners and commu-

nity members to visit. 

 

Mary Barrachi bequest: 

A Prayer Service on January 31st at STA at 3:30 pm, celebrated by pastor Fr. Matt Stanley and Stanford Hospital chaplain Fr. John Hes-

ter, was held in thanksgiving for the bequests from Mary Baracchi to St. Thomas Aquinas Church and St. Elizabeth Seton School.  Mari-

jane Chestnut played our new piano and sang some of Mary's favorite songs. Fr. Hester gave a little background/history about Mary and 

presented Fr. Matt with a check for $1,000,000.  Fr. Matt invited Judy Foley, chairperson of the STA Church Interior Committee, to come 

forward and thanked her and the Interior committee for all their hard work; he is looking forward to the renovations to come. We also had 

a very nice wine and cheese reception at the Thomas House after the service for about 30 who attended.  
 

 
2011 STA Site Stewardship Awards: 
Sacristans, ushers and hospitality ministers were the featured recipients of the 2011 Volunteer Awards at STA.  The volunteers who were 

publicly recognized with a certificate for “outstanding service” are largely unsung, behind-the-scenes heroes and heroines, making their 

contributions day in and day out with little fanfare.  Here they are:  7:30 Mass: Bea and Bill Peterson, sacristans (35 years of service); 

8:45 Mass:  Jim Davis, hospitality minister; 10:30 Mass:  Joe Kinsella, usher; and 12:00 noon Mass:  Martha Girard and Lalu Kiesling, 

hospitality. 

 

Work days at STA: 
Two Saturdays in January saw different work parties on the STA site.  On Jan. 21, the hospitality ministers surveyed the contents of the 

old garage in the back of the church—where stuff from the Thomas House had been moved during construction.  Kitchen shelves were re-

organized to make the hospitality business easier for all who provide it. On January 28, a work party from the Interior Committee scurried 

around in the church, cleaning closets, rearranging items used regularly, sharing ideas of best practices for storage when renovations are 

complete.  The gardening group is growing and may add some weekend work hours to its schedule.  Thank you, one and all! 
 

STA Site fun facts: 
Parking:  There are 15 off-street parking spaces in a gravel lot behind the Homer House.  Access is provided by a driveway from Homer 

Street directly behind the church. The concrete driveway has 4 handicapped parking spaces on the left and the gravel parking lot is down 

a slight slope past the carport on the right.  Also, on Sunday, we may park in the Waverley Surgery Center parking lot just a few yards up 

Waverley St. towards downtown, on the same side of the street as the church.   Turn into the lot and go down the slope to the lower level 

parking area.  

Bicycle parking:  The weather is improving—it’s time to bike to church!.  There is a bike parking rack behind the 

church alongside the driveway off Homer Street.                        

 

Restroom: The handicapped accessible bathroom is located on the left side of the church vestibule.  There is a long 

pew bench outside the bathroom—a good resting spot if your child needs a timeout during Mass.   

 

Belfry:  On the right side of the vestibule is the “bride’s room,” with a mirror and table.  From that room, stairs lead 

up to the choir loft and to the church bell, which is rung by pulling on the thick rope attached to the clapper.  It is a 

real bell in the tower, not an electronic system; pulling the rope is exercise! Chris Lundin tolling 
the bell, 2/12/12 

The shelves are fill
ing up! 


